man, many of the drug monographs report merely a very few cases in humans, experimental animal work, and unsubstantiated opinion. The summarising comments on individual drugs are misleading. The double-negative 'not contraindicated in pregnancy' sometimes means that there is no information at all; in a few places it means that there is good evidence that the drug is harmless. The oftrepeated phrase, 'should be used with care', is totally unhelpful: how can one be careful about using a drug without exact appraisal of the risks in pregnant women? Readers will be surprised to read that strychnine is not contraindicated in pregnancy and that no harmful effects have been reported on the human fetus, the mother or the pregnancy.
Such clinical advice as is given should be taken with a large pinch of salt. For example, references dating from 1948 to the effect that dihydroergoatamine is a useful oxytocic drug in labour and ignoring the fact that the use of this drug was abandoned in the early 1950s because of ruptured uterus and damaged babies, could lead to serious consequences. The ill-balance and at times naivety of clinical implications are illustrated by the section on anticoagulants, where it says that administration of heparin in pregnancy is without direct harmful effects on the fetus. Hall et al. (Am. J. Med. 1980; 68:122-40) reviewed 135 such cases resulting in 2 abortions, 17 stillbirths and 29 premature babies, and 3 maternal deaths. Onnis and Grella find only 5 cases of women treated with warfarin in pregnancy who had healthy babies; Hall et al. reported 293 completely healthy newborn out of 418 women so treated, an outcome comparable to that with heparin. In general, Onnis and Grella ignore largescale studies in favour of anecdotal reports.
As a result this encyclopaedic compilation will be of use to clinical pharmacologists and researchers on drugs and pregnancy as a reference souce, but is unsuitable for clinicians without the background to evaluate its defects. D F HAWKINS Professor of Obstetric Therapeutics skin infections in man and defects of phagocytic function and susceptibility to staphylococcal dis-ease. Other topics covered include genetics and antimicrobial drug resistance in the staphylococci and veterinary aspects of staphylococci. Volume 2 deals with the biology of the organism and its products and will, I suspect, be of interest to microbiologists rather than clinicians. There are chapters on the cell envelope, protein A and its exploitation as an immunological tool, coagulase and the various toxins and extracellular products of both coagulasepositive and negative staphylococci. There is minimal overlap between the 22 chapters, each being an up-to-date review of its subject. Many of the reviews are by leading authorities on the subject. The book provides a valuable source of information on many different aspects of staphylococci. It will mainly be of interest to microbiologists and infectious disease physicians though many other clinicians will find one or more of the topics covered of interest. The artificial catheter, indwelling or intermittently used, has always been a potential source of infection. Although closed drainage has reduced this hazard, the subject still merits the attention of a wide range of practitioners for whom this excellent handbook provides not only the rationale of modern practice but also a full and accurate guide to the necessary practicalities. The text does this concisely, so that the busiest houseman or trainee nurse (or their interested seniors) should be able to find the time to assimilate its 120 highly relevant if expensive pages.
After a description of the infections and their consequences, prevention is thoroughly discussed. Disinfecting procedures are usefully described, e.g. use of activated glutaraldehyde (information on which is otherwise elusive). The use of hot water (70°-80°C for 10 minutes) or low-temperature steam (73°C at subatmospheric pressure) is encouraged for ridding endoscopes of non-sporing organisms.
Antibiotic recommendations are made to prevent urinary tract infections postoperatively in the uninfected and also to prevent serious infective complications in the already infected. These call for a different prophylaxis. Profligate prophylaxis is rightly discouraged for the first, and for the second sensible criteria are given for deciding appropriate agents.
The book also includes an account of the bewildering array of catheters and other appliances in the management of the incontinent. Shrewd observations are made on difficulties in continuity of treatment due to latter-day off-duty arrangements and also on the cost of over-extended ranges of catheter types stocked in too many hospitals.
The book is a triumph of commonsense and good judgment and owes much to the effective cooperation of clinical, microbiological and nursing contributors (in Bristol and Dublin), which must be an example to others in this and other fields. 
